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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 10,13-15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 10 recites the limitations "said through holes" in line 2 and "said threaded 
holes" in line 3. There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 

Claim 13 recites the limitation "said pressure pad" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "said pressure pad" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 15 recites the limitation "said pairs of lobes" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 17 recites the limitation "said two thumbscrews" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3,7,10 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stahl (5,060,330) in view of Bruck (3,688,323). Stahl discloses a tool 
for repairing a screw thread comprising a body (2) having a projection portion (4) with 
recessed major portions that form a v-shape to accommodate a screw (8). The tool has 
a cutting blade (24) having a rear end hingedly connected (at 26) to said body and a 
front end (32) in the shape of a cutting face (36). The tool has a guide blade (24') 
having a rear end hingedly connected (at 26) to said body and a front end for guiding 
(col. 3, lines 47-51). Means (16,30) comprising a screw are used to alter a distance 
between the cutting blade, guide blade and the projecting portion (4) to accommodate 
screws of different diameters (column 3, lines 5-10 and 18-22). The rear ends of the 
blades serve as pivots (column 2, lines 64-68). Stahl does not disclose that the guide 
blade is longer than the cutting blade. Bruck teaches a cutting blade (17) and a guide 
blade (18) having an end (56) that is longer than the cutting blade (col. 3, lines 55-60). 
Bruck teaches that the cutting blade and guide blade are chosen to fit the type of thread 
to be produces (col. 4, lines 19-21 and 36-52). It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of invention to provide Stahl with a longer guide blade as 
taught by Bruck in order to provide a screw holding means that projects beyond the 
cutting blade and holds a greater circumferential surface of the screw to be repaired. 

Claims 4,5,13 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stahl (5,060,330) in view of Bruck (3,688,323) and further in view of Edgar 
(3,793,659). Stahl in view of Bruck does not disclose a spring. Edgar teaches that it is 
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known to provide a helical spring (25) around a thumbscrew (23) turnable by a knob 
(22) in order to bias a cutting jaw (1 4). Edgar teaches that a pressure pad (1 7) has 
lobes on either side of the jaw (1 4) (see figure 3). It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of invention to provide Stahl in view of Bruck with a spring 
and pressure pad as taught by Edgar in order to keep a compression force on the 
cutting blade and guide blade as they rethread the screw. 

Claims 6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stahl (5,060,330) in view of Bruck (3,688,323) and further in view of Arndt (1,854,389). 
Stahl in view of Bruck does not disclose a flat spring and cover. Arndt teaches a flat 
spring (L) that biases cutting arms (C,A) and a cover (B) having through holes for pivot 
pins (C',M). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention 
to provide Stahl in view of Bruck with a spring and cover as taught by Arndt in order to 
keep a compression force on the cutting blade and guide blade as they rethread the 
screw. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stahl (5,060,330) in view of Bruck (3,688,323) and further in view of Bass (GB 778,807). 
Stahl in view of Bruck does not disclose a metal lining. Bass teaches that it is known to 
provide a hard metal lining on recesses (8,9). It would have been obvious to the skilled 
artisan at the time of invention to provide hard metal linings to the recessed major 
portions of Stahl in view of Bruck as taught by Bass in order to promote wear resistance 
of the work holder. 
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Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stahl 
(5,060,330) in view of Bruck (3,688,323) and further in view of Mackliet (2,388,790). 
Stahl in view of Bruck does not disclose two thumbscrews. Mackliet teaches that it is 
known to provide thumbscrews (7,26) for tightening a v-block and a rethreading blade 
(22). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
provide Stahl in view of Bruck with multiple thumbscrews as taught by Mackliet in order 
to tighten threading members against a workpiece. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 12,14 and 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims and overcoming the 35 USC 
112, 2 nd paragraph rejections. 

Claim 12; the prior art of record does not disclose two pressure pads straddling 
blades from above and below wherein the pressure pads comprise two lobes. 

Claims 14 and 15; the prior art of record does not disclose two pairs of lobes for 
each pressure pad with each pair of lobes outwardly and inwardly inclined. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EDWARD TOLAN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4525. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Edward Tolan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3725 



